
 

 
Newsletter 

Autumn/Winter 2014 
A huge thank you firstly to all of our 
fabulous RAP members, both 
longstanding and new. Thanks to your 
support we’re continuing to grow and 
build on RAP’s excellent reputation in 
bringing the arts – in all its forms – to 
the area since 2000. We welcome 
your feedback and ideas for future 
events. Help us to spread the word by 
liking our facebook page and by telling 
your friends!  
Huge thanks too, to Robertsbridge 
Community College for so kindly 
sponsoring our Newsletter.  

 
 
Forthcoming RAP Events: 
 
Wednesday 8th October 
7.30pm Robertsbridge Club 
Synergy: Cosa Nuestra 
Synergy is a vibrant guitar and voice 
duo from Spain who present Cosa 
Nuestra with humour and anecdotal 

song introductions, bringing the 
passion and drama of Flamenco to 
their mixture of Latin based songs and 
instrumentals. Their guitar playing is 
fiery and complex, featuring awesome 
traditional flamenco pieces and exotic 
driving accompaniment. Their singing 
(in both English and Spanish) is 
beautiful and they produce natural 
close harmonies. The highly 
rhythmical style employs moves from 
irresistible Rumbas and Tangos to 
complex Andalusian tempos.Juan 
Casals Mendoza is a wonderful 
guitarist but is also an accomplished 
vocalist and composer. Glenn Phillips 
was raised in Alicante but shares 
routes with the UK. His songs are 
composed in both Spanish and 
English; he has a fantastic voice that 
is both powerful but sweet. Glenn also 
plays the Cajon (a Peruvian 
percussion instrument) which brings a 
more energized dynamic to Synergy’s 
music. Not to be missed. Adults £9, 
Concession £6. RAP members £8 & 
£5 (max 2 discounted tickets for 
individual; 4 for family membership) 
Tickets from Judges Bakery or Pam 
Golding 01580 880359 
pamg88@hotmail.com 
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Wednesday 29th October 
7.30pm at the Salehurst Halt 
Shivers & Shakes 
Author, ex-East Enders actor, director, 
storyteller and arch dissembler Phil 
McDermott delivers spine-tingling 
tales of ghosts and things that go 
bump in the night..... 
Tickets £15 to include a two course 
meal. From Judges Bakery & The 
Halt. Priority booking for RAP 
members, general release 15th 
October  01580 880248 
jane.tritton@btinternet.com 
 

 
Salehurst Halt by Artist Roger Hill 
 

 
 
Not a RAP member? Join us today 

Call 01580 880248 or 
Complete the form on page 9 

Thursday 27th November 
7.30pm Upstairs at the Ostrich 
Edward Flint: The Garden as Art? 
Following a degree at Wye College 
and an unofficial apprenticeship at 
Great Dixter under the tutelage of 
Christopher Lloyd, Ed travelled widely 
designing and building real gardens 
for real people to really live in. 

 
Some 15 years ago he became Head 
Gardener at Tidebrook Manor, an 
exciting ongoing project and ever 
evolving love affair. Though firmly 
rooted in the great English Arts and 
Crafts tradition, the garden is no 
pastiche and has more than a foot in 
the present. 
Ed is a regular lecturer on diverse 
matters horticultural at the prestigious 
English Gardening School and can 
promise a lively evening on the vexed 
and involved question of "The Garden 
as Art?" 
 

 

 
Priority booking for RAP members 
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Tickets £5, Judges Bakery and Jane 
880248 jane.tritton@btinternet.com 

General booking from 3rd November 
 
Friday 30th January 2015 
7.30pm Robertsbridge Village Hall 
 

Ernest 
Shackleton 
Illustrated Talk by Michael 

Smith 
 

Michael Smith, the biographer of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton, tells the 
compelling story of one of history’s 
greatest explorers. Shackleton 
became a legend on four epic 
expeditions to the Antarctic a century 
ago featuring outstanding feats of 
courage, endurance and survival.  
Shackleton marched to within 100 
miles of the South Pole in 1909 and 
the led the dramatic battle to survive 
when his ship, Endurance, was 
crushed by the ice exactly 100 years 
ago. Shackleton was a charismatic 
figure who lived life “like a mighty 
rushing wind” but was happiest in the 
icy wilderness where he could leave 
behind his messy private life.  
Michael Smith, the Polar historian, has 
written nine books, appeared on TV 
and radio and lectured extensively at 
many prestigious venues including 
Queen’s Gallery Buckingham Palace, 
the Royal Geographical Society and  
 the Scott Polar Research Institute 
Cambridge. 

The talk is fully illustrated with 
stunning historic photographs and 
includes a question and answer 
session. Michael will also be available 
to sign copies of his new Shackleton 
biography.  
Tickets £5 from Judges Bakery or 
Jane Tritton 01580 880248 
Priority booking for RAP members 
General release 1st January 
Bar available 7.30pm for 8pm start, 
followed by Q&A session. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Please call 01580 880248 or contact 

jane.tritton@btinternet.com for 
extra Newsletters to distribute to 

friends & family, or for membership 
forms and queries 
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Review of recent events 
 
Robertsbridge Codex 
‘A cheerful hubbub of conversation 
met new arrivals to the gathering on 
the lawn still being warmed by the 
early evening sunshine lighting up the 
impressive stone remains of 
Robertsbridge Abbey.  
 

 
 
A welcome made more personal by 
kindly-sponsored drinks and lovely 
canapes was followed by a 
heightened buzz of expectant voices 
as people filed into the cool stone 
entrance hall.  
Bowing carefully to avoid a low beam 
while descending the foot-worn steps 
had the paradoxical effect of making 
you then lift your eyes to see for the 
first time the delicately arched 
windows and elegant vaulting of the 
Abbey House Undercroft.  
Any concerns about accoustics were 
banished with the first soaring of 
Mhairi's lovely soprano voice, the 
packed audience softening and 
rounding the reflections from the stone 
walls.  
As evocative as the cool medieval 
setting, the music of the Robertsbridge 
Codex while familiar in its form of 

voice and continuo seemed novel and 
strange, pre-dating as it does the later 
harmonic progressions and cadences 
we are more familiar with today.  
Sung and accompanied beautifully, 
flawlessly, the phrasing and coloratura 
were more complex than expected, 
the ornamentation surprisingly fresh 
and individual whilst still being 
contained within the formal structures 
of the fragments we heard.  
The melodies were a mixture of sweet 
and plangent to modern ears and 
spoke of a different appreciation of 
music from the foreign land of a 
distant time, even if place could not be 
faulted.  
All too quickly it was over and we were 
left to reflect on what we had learned 
from this unexpected window into life 
lived six centuries ago.  
 

 
 
The setting continued to add 
resonance to the music of the rest of 
the evening, beautifully and 
characterfully played, a broken string 
adding event to music played on 
period instruments, including lovely 
soloing on lute.  
The ensemble playing had adventure 
and attack but also smiles, shared 
glances and enjoyment, as befitted an 
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informal recital in an intimate setting. 
But who would have expected 
audience participation in such an 
august place?  
RAP, once again, have pulled off a 
remarkable coup, inspiring generous 
and talented individuals to make a top 
quality musical event into such a 
unique and memorable occasion.’ 
Sincere thanks to event guest and 
RAP member for this review. 
Thanks must also go to our extremely 
generous major sponsor, who wishes 
to remain anonymous; The George 
Inn for sponsoring the welcome 
reception; Arran & Alistair Keith; Kerry 
Chesney & Chris Barrett for the 
delicious canapes and of course to 
Nigel Leigh & Catherine Lloyd for so 
kindly opening up their home. 
Proceeds were split between RAP and 
the East Sussex branch of the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. 
 
La Serenissima is a Robertsbridge-
based musical ensemble specialising 
in the music of Vivaldi and his Italian 
contemporaries.  They have made 13 
albums so far which include one 
Gramphone Award-winning disc and 
various others that have received 
Gramophone Award nominations.  
They have also been in the Top-10 of 
the UK and US classical charts at 
various times and last year’s recording 
was BBC Music Magazine’s Disc of 
the Month in October.As well as 
performing extensively in the UK, they 
have performed in Belgium, Estonia, 
Germany, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Malta, 
Mexico and Spain.  Having received 
charitable status at the end of 2013, 

they are about to start a new five-year 
artistic plan in 2015 which kicks off 
with Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and 
concertos for violin in tromba marina.  
This instrument is in essence a 
pimped-up violin, and possibly one 
that Vivaldi developed himself.  La 
Serenissima’s performances of works 
for this strange instrument will be the 
first since Vivaldi heard them played in 
the 1720s and 1730s with the 
research being undertaken by artistic 
director (and Robertsbridge resident) 
Adrian Chandler and Scottish luthier 
David Rattray. La Serenissima are 
currently fundraising to bring the 
concerts and recording of this 
fabulous programme to fruition.  For 
further information about how to 
support La Serenissima, visit their 
website at www.laserenissima.co.uk 
or call 01580 881336. Adrian 
Chandler.  
La Serenissima will be appearing in 
Tonbridge on 4 October and London 
on 5 October (amongst other places 
which are a bit further afield!).  The 
first performance of the new Four 
Seasons programme takes place in 
London on 17 April.  For information 
see website. 
 
Crosspath Theatre: Puff 
RAP was very privileged to host a 
performance of “PUFF”, a new piece 
of writing from the award winning poet 
John Agard, during the summer. This 
is an imaginative interpretation of a 
meeting between Queen Elizabeth 1st 
and Sir Walter Raleigh who introduces 
the monarch to the joys of tobacco.  
With a musical accompaniment that 
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reflected the Elizabethan era, a very 
clever and enjoyable script, and two 
very competent actors, the result was 
a greatly entertaining evening of micro 
theatre in the very appropriate 
surroundings of the upstairs room at 
the Ostrich.   
Pam Golding 
 
Summer Event 
The 2014 Robertsbridge Summer 
Event had the theme of The 
Generation Game. Held on a sunny 
afternoon in midsummer, families and 
friends were offered competitions and 
activities for all ages. The free 
entertainment included games, drama 
along with a drinks bar, ice creams 
and the now legendary bumper 
Treasure Hunt. Most people brought a 
picnic, some with gazebos, and once 
again it was a chance for people of the 
village to meet up, relax and be 
entertained. An interactive 
performance 'Boogaloo Stu' by 
Applause, the Rural Touring Theatre, 
was particularly enjoyed by the 
younger audience.  Robertsbridge 
Summer Events plan a different 
experience for each summer as a 
result of the views expressed by 
village residents in the Local Plan.  
http://robertsbridgesummerevent.co.uk 

for photos of this and previous 
summer events. 
Anne Wells 
 
Literary Festival  
The first-ever Robertsbridge Literary 
Festival, which RAP staged in April 
this year, proved to be a resounding 
success and attracted large and 

enthusiastic audiences from within the 
local community and beyond. RAP will 
re-direct all funds into supporting 
future cultural events. 
The very positive feedback showed 
that packed audiences enjoyed the 
focus on local writers, ranging from 
Geoff Hutchinson’s lively portrayal of 
Rudyard Kipling to the fine delivery of 
local authors, Charlotte Moore and 
Alan Judd on WW1 themes. Steve 
Peak’s talk on Robert Tressell gave a 
fascinating insight into Edwardian 
Hastings. The Hastings RX 
Shantymen demonstrated the art of 
mixing words and music and wide-
eyed children were captivated by 
storyteller, Kevin Graal. 
Let us know what you thought about 
the Literary Festival and whether RAP 
should arrange another in the future.  
Michael Smith 
 

 

 
‘The Pile by my Bed’ drop-in event in 
the High Street, organised by the 
Reading Group, also proved to be 
popular and informative with free 
delicious tea & cake an added bonus! 
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With thanks to our Festival Sponsors 
Moat Osteopaths and the Wealden 
Group for their support. 
 
Flair Festival 2014 
Flair, the second Robertsbridge Youth 
Festival of Arts, was held in May with 
a theme of steam trains. It was greatly 
enjoyed by the fifty individual children 
and the school choir who took part in 
the competition classes for music, art 
and literature and by the one hundred 
children who took part in the varied 
workshops which included jazz, 
musical theatre and art. A cardboard 
steam railway was produced by 
various participants and local 
musicians gave free mini classical 
concerts to the primary school. Help 
and sponsorship from the village was 
greatly appreciated and a grant was 
secured in order to be able to stage 
the Festival. Thanks to all involved in 
any way. 
Amanda McIntyre, Organiser 

Other forthcoming events 
 
Meet of the Tongue 
Every first Friday of the month 
ragbagarts@hotmail.co.uk 
Friday 7th November: Upstairs at the 
Ostrich, 6pm ‘Dolphins Keep Me Safe 
In Dreams’. A little girl, a cat and three 
wise and friendly dolphins sail away 
across an endless sea. They find 
unicorns, a forest of doors, heavenly 
gardens and 'nameless nowheres not 
yet begun'. This is writer and illustrator 
Ed Boxall’s most ambitious and 
magical book: a delightful mixture of 
wild wonder and homely humour. 

 
 
The event coincides with the  
publication of the book, arranged by  
Meet of the Tongue and supported by 
Robertsbridge Arts Partnership. The 
performance will last 40 minutes, 
include songs and interaction and is 
suitable for children aged four 
upwards, and all magical, timeless 
adults. Info: Hilary Watkins 01580 
860528 ragbagarts@hotmail.co.uk 

£2 on the door, U18s free 
www.edboxall.com 
That same evening, at the same 
venue, for ages 15 upwards… 
8pm, £3 or £4 on the door 
Ash Dickenson performs surreal, 
inspiring and hilarious social-
commentary. If you are put off by the 
thought of performance poetry, be 
there 8pm at the Ostrich and be 
prepared to change your mind, as 
Ash’s imagination swings from one 
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unpredictable world to another. 
www.ashdickinson.com 
Ash has performed nationally and 
internationally at highly prestigious 
venues and literature festivals. His 
poems are played on national radio,  
published in national newspapers and 
most recently in his debut collection of 
poetry , "Slinky Espadrilles", published 
by Burning Eye Books in 2012. 
Ash is a writer, poet and comedy 
performer and is described as 
‘Accessible and engaging, frequently 
self-effacing...able to tackle the big 
subjects like love, identity and nature, 
and handle it all with skill and finesse’ 
For a small group of local aspiring 
poets or performers, aged 13 
upwards, at 7.30-8pm Ash will give 
you his Top Tip and answer your 
questions about writing, performing, 
making people laugh - and think - at 
the same time. Places are limited.  
Booking: Ragbagarts@hotmail.co.uk. 
"Impressive wordplay" - The Times 
"Clever and funny" - The Scotsman 
www.facebook.com/MeetoftheTongue  
 
 

 

Concert of Remembrance: Sunday 
2nd Nov at St Mary’s Church, 
Salehurst 6pm. Music, poetry & prose. 
£5 on the door in aid of Church & 
Royal British Legion.  
Bonfire: Saturday 15th Nov 
Christmas Capers: Friday 5th Dec 
And don’t forget our village market on 
the first Saturday of each month, 
10am - 12pm in the Village Hall 
Christmas Market: Saturday 6th Dec 
10am – 1pm in the Village Hall 
 

Please let me know if you would 
like extra Newsletters to distribute 

to friends & family 
 

 
 
 
With priority booking for our 
increasingly popular events, joining 
the RAP membership scheme 
ensures your tickets along with a 
host of other benefits including 
Newsletters, regular email updates 
and discounts where appropriate. 
Your support allows us to continue 
to bring a variety of events to our 
area, from touring theatre 
companies through to children’s 
events and classical musical 
evenings, as well as supporting 
different village projects. 
 
£5 Annual Single Membership 
£10 Annual Family Membership 
 
NB our membership cost will be 
raised in the new year – the first 
time since RAP’s inception in 2000!  
From 1st January 2015: 
£10 Individual Membership 
£15 Family Membership 
Where offered, single membership 
entitles you to 2 discounted tickets; 
family membership to 4. 
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                  Please list your particular   

                  interests in the arts to help RAP 

                  plan the events you’d like: 

                  ........................................................ 

                  ........................................................ 

                  ........................................................ 

                  ......................................................... 

 

ROBERTSBRIDGE ARTS PARTNERSHIP 

RAP was formed in January 2000 and since then has been active in promoting 
the arts in Robertsbridge. Through RAP there is an established Reading 

Group and Community Choir. RAP has organised, promoted, supported and 
sponsored many events from professional theatre performances, classical 

concerts, dance events, Literary Festival, local artists and much much more. 

To join or renew membership for RAP 

 

NAME: ................................................................................................................ 

ADDRESS: ................................................................................................................  

POSTCODE: ..........................................TEL: .......................................................... 

EMAIL: ................................................................................................................  

£5 ANNUAL SINGLE MEMBERSHIP        £10 ANNUAL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

 **** NB from 1st January 2015 it will be £10 for Single and £15 for Family **** 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Robertsbridge Arts Partnership’ and send 
with completed form to: Jane Tritton, Old Peans, Brightling Road, 
Robertsbridge TN32 5EJ Tel: 01580 880248 jane.tritton@btinternet.com 
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RAP would like to thank our Codex 
Welcome Reception Sponsor, The 
George Inn, Robertsbridge. Thanks 
must also go to all at Judges Bakery 
for so kindly and cheerfully selling our 
RAP event tickets!   

 

News from the blackShed gallery 
 
11th October – 30th November  
 
ARTIST BOOK LAUNCH AND 
EXHIBITION of paintings by 'sea 
swimmer' Nick Snelling. Nick regularly 
swims year round regardless of the 
sea conditions. Some claim he’s a 
little mad; he records his experiences 
using underwater cameras which then 
feed back into his paintings and short 
films. BlackShed publications will be 
releasing 3 limited edition book box 
sets, SEA, PIER & SPLASH POINT. 
Beautifully presented BOX sets that 
include a dvd and a very unique 
animated ‘flip-book’. The BOOK is a 
very special one-off publication 
featuring an essay along with 
paintings from the exhibition. 

www.theblackshedgallery.org.uk 
01580 881247 
Russet Farm, Robertsbridge TN32 5NG 
 
****STOP PRESS****STOP PRESS 
 
Martin Brockman for Christmas ! 
 
Exclusive invitation for RAP 
members to an informal and 
convivial evening of Mulled Cider & 
Roasted Chestnuts at the 
blackShed gallery. Join us for this 
festive special candlelit Artist’s 
Talk, be the first to see this exciting 
exhibition, meet Martin and listen 
as he explains his new work 
‘London Road, Bread & Blood in 
the Gutter’- a collection of wood 
block prints . There’ll also be some 
delightful original studies following 
Martin’s epic moonlight walk along 
the Pilgrims’ Way. 
Thursday 4th Dec, 7pm – 9pm  
Free of charge  
Limited availablilty, entry by ticket 
first come first served: 01580 
880248 jane.tritton@btinternet.com 
Single members: two tickets 
Family members: four tickets 
 

 
Martin Brockman at work 
 

For extra RAP membership forms 
or any queries please contact Jane 

Tritton on 01580 880248 
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Please contact Tracey Ash for all
Sports Hall and Extended Schools 
enquiries (Adult Education, Lettings)

A Specialist Mathematics and Computing College

Headteacher: Mr Potten
Robertsbridge Community College
Knelle Road
Robertsbridge
East Sussex
TN32 5EA

Tel: 01580 880360
Fax: 01580 882120 
Email:admin@robertsbridge.org.uk
Robertsbridge College PTA
Maggie Boulter, F.O.R.C.C Secretary
Email: FORCC@robertsrbridge.org.uk 

New Adult Education Courses
Daytime and Evening 
Adult Education Brochure
September 2014 – July 2015

NEW COMMUNITY
SPORTS HALL AT RCC
AVAILABLE TO HIRE NOW
Opening Hours
4.30pm – 10.30pm weekdays
9am – 7pm Saturdays
10am – 7pm Sundays

• Ideal for Birthday Parties,
meetings or training ses-
sions

• ICT Suite with 28 PC’s and
a Promethean interactive
whiteboard 

• Kitchen facilities

• Vending machine
• Changing facilites with dis-

abled access
• Cricket nets 
• Trampolines
• 4 full size badminton

courts

• Basketball goals
• Table tennis tables
• 5-a-side goals
• Indoor tennis
• Stoolball wickets
… and much more!

Tel: 01580 880360 ext 121
email: tash@robertsbridge.org.uk

Robertsbridge Community College
• Ofsted rated: GOOD in April 2013
• 3 years of improving GCSE results
• Quote from OFSTED "From their starting 

points, students make good and often very 
good progress so that they achieve well in 
their GCSE's"

RCC Adult Ed RAP ad 2014_RCC Adult Ed cover 2014  29/09/2014  10:26  Page 1
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