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Forthcoming events…
28 November: The Ingenious Don
Quixote of La Mancha
3 December: Exhibition & artist’s
talk at the blackShed gallery
28 December: It’s a Wonderful
Life
20 February: Behind
the scenes at the
National Trust
19 March: Glyndebourne in
Robertsbridge
5 May: Stones in his Pockets
25 June: Classical Concert at
Robertsbridge Abbey Undercroft

Like us on
Facebook

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Ingenious Gentleman
Don Quixote of La Mancha
Little Soldier Productions
28 November 2015
Age suitability: 14+ years
Inspired by Don Quixote’s
wanderings, two feisty senoritas and
a downtrodden Englishman embark
on a journey through Spain taking on
one of the most accomplished works
ever written. Accompanied only by a
guitarist whose presence there
makes no sense whatsoever, they
will lead you to joy, pain and
ultimate wisdom. Eighty glorious
minutes concluding with a common
sentiment: “These guys did not read
the book”.
Little Soldier Productions presents an
imaginative and provocative
adventure of epic proportions, to be
taken with a pinch of salt and a
handle bar moustache.
This production won The Stage
Award for Acting Excellence at the
2014 Edinburgh Festival.

Date: 28 November
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Village Hall,
Station Rd,
Robertsbridge
Tickets: Adults £9
Under 16s £6
RAP Members £8 | £5
Tickets available from:
Judges Bakery and
Pam Golding
01580 880359
pamg88@hotmail.com
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Exclusive RAP Evening
At the blackShed gallery
Redlands Lane, Robertsbridge
TN32 5NG
6pm-8pm, 3 December 2015

Be the first to see paper-cut artist
Ian Penney’s brand new exhibition
Harlequinade, featuring paper cuts
of the principle characters from the
British comic theatrical genre,
known as the Harlequinade.
These characters from the
traditional part of a Victorian
pantomime are represented, along
with paper cuts of the pantomime
and scenes from Toy Theatre.
Ian’s research for this exhibition has
been focused on the Commedia
dell’Arte Victorian Pantomime and
Pollock’s Toy Theatre, and his show
has the blessing and support of the
Rebecca Hossack Gallery.

Come along to join us for this
private view, enjoy the festive
drinks & nibbles, and meet the
artist who will present the
exhibition and talk about his
work and inspiration.
Free of charge for RAP members
Tickets from:
Jane Tritton 01580 880248
jane.tritton@btinternet.com

Ian is represented by the Rebecca
Hossack Gallery in London and New
York and has had 3 solo shows with
Rebecca: "In a Spring Garden" &
"From Here and There" in London
and "Crossing Over" in New York.
He sells all over the world and was
specially commissioned to produce
a piece this year celebrating 800
years of the Magna Carta, which
sold at the Inns of Court.
In 2014 Ian was short-listed for the
prestigious SERCO prize.
Official opening 5 December.
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It’s a Wonderful Life
Farnham Maltings
28 December 2015
Age suitability: 8+ years
Frank Capra’s classic 1946 movie
needs no introduction. Farnham
Maltings is bringing the struggles
and joys of 1940s small town
America to Robertsbridge. Using
their own inimitable style, the
company promises two hours of
wonderful theatre to warm us on a
chilly December afternoon.
Welcome to Bedford Falls.
Welcome to small town America.
Welcome to the Farnham Maltings’
winter show.
George Bailey is a small-town man
whose life seems so desperate he
contemplates suicide. He had always
wanted to leave Bedford Falls to see
the world, but circumstances and his
own good heart have led him to stay.
He sacrificed his education for his
brother's, kept the family-run savings
and loan afloat, protected the town
from the avarice of the greedy
banker Mr. Potter, and married his
childhood sweetheart. As he
prepares to jump from a bridge, his
apprentice guardian angel Clarence
intercedes, showing him what life
would have become for the residents
of Bedford Falls if he had never lived.

Date: 28 December
Time: 3pm
Venue: Village Hall,
Station Rd,
Robertsbridge
Tickets: Adults £9
Under 16s £6
RAP Members £8 | £5
Tickets available from:
Judges Bakery and
Pam Golding
01580 880359
pamg88@hotmail.com
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Working behind the scenes
with the National Trust
Talk by Andrew McElwee
Former NT Property Manager
Told with gentle humour and
amusing anecdotes, Andrew
recounts his time managing one of
the South-East’s largest National
Trust properties.
This talk lasts approximately 45
minutes.

Date: 20 February 2016
Time: 7.30pm for 8pm start
Venue: Upstairs @ The Ostrich
Tickets: £6 | £5 for RAP members

Andrew McElwee

Available from Judges Bakery and
Jenny Barrett: Tel: 07973 671142
jensbar@yahoo.co.uk
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Glyndebourne in Robertsbridge
Accompanied by fellow soprano
Rachel Taylor, tenor David Shaw,
baritone Michael Wallace and
pianist Matthew Fletcher.

RAP is delighted to present British
soprano Charlotte Beament and
friends, bringing a touch of
Glyndebourne glamour to
Robertsbridge.
Charlotte studied music at The
Guildhall School of Music and Drama.
She graduated as a Master of Music
with First Class Honours in 2011, and
has since performed roles for
Glyndebourne Opera Company as
well as has touring extensively and
recorded with The Gabrieli Consort,
The Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment and The Sixteen.
Charlotte recently went on a solo
concert tour of China with London
Chamber Arts Orchestra. Other
recent concert performances include
Mahler’s Fourth Symphony and
Strauss’ Vier Letzte Lieder Watford
Symphony Orchestra, Villa Lobos’
Bachianas Brasilieras and Mozart’s
Exsultate Jubilate.

Date: 19 March 2016
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: St Mary’s
Church, Salehurst
Tickets: Adults £12.50
Under 16s £9
RAP Members £10 | £7
Tickets available from:
Judges Bakery and
Jane Tritton
01580 880248
jane.tritton@btinternet.com
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Stones in his Pockets
Chipping Norton & The Dukes
Lancaster Theatre Companies in
association with Oxfordshire
Theatre Company
5 May 2016
A quiet Irish village community is
turned upside down with the arrival
of a Hollywood film crew, looking for
the ‘real’ Ireland for their latest
schmaltzy blockbuster. A pair of
extras, Charlie and Jake, watch with
amazement, envy and delight as
cultures clash, divas strop, and
everyone fights over the last portion
of lemon meringue pie.
Two actors play a vast array of
eccentric and loveable characters in
this universally loved, worldwide
comic theatre sensation. Written
with poignancy and sincerity,
performed at breakneck pace, this
play has made a deep connection
with audiences in over 30 countries.

Date: 5 May 2016
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Village Hall,
Station Rd,
Robertsbridge
Tickets: TBC
Tickets available from:
Judges Bakery
Pam Golding
01580 880359
pamg88@hotmail.com
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Classical Concert at
Robertsbridge Abbey Undercroft
25 June 2016

Mhairi Lawson: Soprano
Elizabeth Kenney: Lute & Guitar
Following the sell-out presentation
of excerpts from the Robertsbridge
Codex, Liz and Mhairi return to the
Abbey Undercroft with an intimate
presentation of music for voice, lute
and guitar.

Join us at the remains of
Robertsbridge’s Cistercian Abbey
for an evening of voice, lute and
guitar
6.30pm Reception
7.15pm Performance
Tickets include a welcome
reception with canapés and
drinks
Tickets: £35
£32.50 RAP Members
Tickets from:
Jane Tritton 01580 880248
jane.tritton@btinternet.com

The evening’s programme will
consist of songs and ayres from
renaissance England, Scotland and
Italy, alongside some well-known
traditional music and more recent
works by contemporary composers.
As a soloist Mhairi has performed in
opera houses and concert halls from
Scandinavia and the Netherlands to
Israel and California.
Don’t miss this chance to hear a
world-class performance from
Robertsbridge’s own Mhairi
Lawson, in beautiful, historic
surroundings.

NEWS

Proud to be Robertsbridge
News from Kenton Lowe at the blackShed gallery
I have to start with our very own
Martin Brockman’s 2014 Christmas
sell-out exhibition, which got 2015
off to a brilliant start. The success of
the exhibition resulted in some
great opportunities along with a
number of new commissions, some
of which have just been completed.
His practice continues to develop
and there is more to come from
Martin next year.
The blackShed will very soon be
celebrating six years! In this time
the blackShed has become quite a
significant space this side of
London and is clearly on the map
for Robertsbridge.
Our audience continues to grow and
reaches far and wide, having been
labelled as a place to visit by
Visit1066 Tourism. We’ve also
worked alongside the Jerwood
Gallery this year, supporting their
summer
exhibitions’
program
featuring L.S Lowry’s collection of
paintings By the Sea, and Quentin
Blake’s specially commissioned
illustrations Life Under Water which
we proudly framed: the blackShed is

now officially the Jerwood’s house
framer.
Coming next, we are very excited
to be welcoming back international
artist Kirsten Reynolds with what
promises to be a very exciting
show of vibrant and electrifying
new paintings. She returns to the
UK after a busy schedule of
exhibitions in New Zealand,
Copenhagen and London. Kirsten
has a strong connection with the
blackShed — one not to be missed.
Don’t forget to join us for a special
Christmas treat on 3 December
exclusively for RAP members: Ian
Penney’s
new
exhibition
Harlequinade. Official opening 5
December. See page 3 for further
details.
The blackShed gallery truly belongs
to Robertsbridge and continues to
offer visual diversity to those
wishing to seek it. Be sure to make a
date to visit the blackShed gallery
soon and don’t miss our
celebrations this Christmas, we’d
love to see you all again. Kenton

The blackShed gallery is a longstanding supporter of RAP

REVIEW

Archaeus Quartet
Robertsbridge Abbey Undercroft, 13 June 2015
The Archaeus Quartet, two of whose
members live in Robertsbridge, took
the candlelight at this year's special
RAP musical performance in the
glorious undercroft of Robertsbridge
Abbey, thanks to Nigel and Catherine
Leigh.
What a special performance it was of
the pinnacles of the string quartet
repertoire. Anyone new to the
intimacy, intensity and immediacy of
the genre would have been
overwhelmed by the Archaeus'
playing of three very special works.
Haydn's opus 77, number 1 quartet,
with its languorous second slow
movement was followed in the first
half by what may have proved a
surprise to many listeners - the
Barber String Quartet from the
middle of the twentieth century,
whose first and last movements
bookended what everyone
recognised in its more expansive
version as Barber's heart rending

Adagio for Strings, music to die for
literally.
The pièce de résistance was reserved
for the second half when the Quartet
played the divine Death and the
Maiden quartet by Schubert. They
played with such belief and truth
that we all could sense the feeling of
impending death surrounding the
composer. Early programme music it
may be, but perhaps there has been
none more powerful and evocative
composed since.
Stephen Hardy

All proceeds from RAP are used to
support, sponsor and promote
artistic and cultural events in the
village; both our own and others
organised by local organisations
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Uth Voice Programme
Speak out gig
How to run a sick* night-out, for
young people from 13 to 17 years
old, where they express opinions
about their community and their
world? That is the question.
In February the parish council
gained a grant of £2494 by SPARK to
organise a U th Voice Programme in
the village.
The aim is to consult young people
aged 11-19 on the Neighbourhood
Plan and provide spaces for young
people to express their opinions. It
enlists the help of professional
musicians, spoken word poets; and
it’s hoped speeches, lyrics, raps, and
rants would bubble up from young
people living in, or going to school
in, Robertsbridge.
The culmination of the Uth Voice
Programme is the SPEAK OUT GIG
at the village social club on
Saturday 28th Nov from 710.30pm.

Coordinator Hilary Watkins asks:
Do you know a young person aged
13-17 ?
Do you know a young person older
or younger but mad crazy to get
involved?
Please help us make sure the
SPEAK OUT GIG is packed with
young people. Show them this
page.
They can get in touch with Hils on
07864629288 or
robertsbridgeuthvoice@hotmail.com

to find out how they can join in.
The continuation...
...is young people coming together
on an ongoing basis, continuing to
speak out, and by expressing their
opinions, influencing decisionmaking in Robertsbridge and their
world.

* great

NEWS

Meet of the Tongue & other news
Meet of the Tongue is a storytelling,
spoken word and music event,
hosted by Hilary Watkins at The
Ostrich, mostly on the first Friday of
the month.
On Fri 4 Dec Meet of the Tongue
welcomes storyteller Sef Townsend.
Sef lost his hearing in an IRA bomb
in London in 1992 and since then
has been telling stories in areas of
conflict and with refugees.
We’ll celebrate Peace and Baked
Beans, with Sef bringing stories and
songs from his travels. NB Sef will
perform in the second half of the
evening, so once you are done with
Christmas capers you can still drop
in at 9pm, otherwise come at 8pm
for our regulars’ fare of words and
music. http://www.seftownsend.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
MeetoftheTongue or call 01580 860528

Other village events coming up:
21 November: Robertsbridge Bonfire
28 November: St Mary’s Salehurst
Christmas Market, Village Hall
4 December: Christmas Capers

Robertsbridge Graffiti: An update
Twelve young people volunteered
to organise this exhibition, resultling in the unveiling of the boards
on 16 June.
New YP were attracted to the
youth club and now access its advice and guidance on a range of issues.
The five key young organisers were
all from the village, with other
young people showing a high level
of respect and support for the artwork. There was no vandalism or
litter left during the exhibition.
Just Listen was funded by RAP, with
the Parish Council donating £150
towards the third phrase. Anyone
wanting to help and donate please
contact clerk@salehurst-pc.org.uk
Some tagging continues and will be
addressed before the project progresses to phase three.

THANK YOU

Buying tickets
for RAP events
Pop into Judges Bakery
on Robertsbridge High
Street.
Not only do they sell fabulous
bread, cakes, tea and coffee, you
can also buy your tickets to RAP
events.
Many thanks to all at Judges for
supporting RAP and selling tickets.
Our thanks to Kenton Lowe at the
BlackShed Gallery for his continued
support.
The BlackShed Gallery is a contemporary
art space representing artists from
varying backgrounds and disciplines
working in the UK and abroad.
www.theblackshedgallery.org.uk
Unit 3b, Russet Farm, TN32 5NG Robertsbridge. Open Wed - Sat 10:00–16:00

Reading Group
Did you know that RAP started the village’s longstanding book club?
The Reading Group continues to meet on the 3rd Friday of every month
(except August and December) at 7.30 pm at the Youth Centre. New
members are always welcome. For details contact The Old Saddlery
Bookshop, 56 High Street, Robertsbridge or call 01580 880531.

RAP MEMBERSHIP

Joining RAP supports the arts in its widest sense and allows us to continue
to bring a variety of events to Robertsbridge, as well as showcase the many
professional artists we are so fortunate to have living in the village. The
benefits of becoming a member include*: priority booking on tickets;
priority seating at events; complimentary refreshments; the chance to meet
performers and artists. (*The benefits listed above may not be available/
appropriate at every event and will be clarified on booking.)

To join or renew membership for RAP:
Name
Address
Postcode
Tel
Email

£10 Annual Single Membership
Entitles the holder to 2 discounted tickets
where offered

£15 Annual Family Membership
Entitles the holder to 4 discounted tickets
where offered.

Please make cheques payable to ‘Robertsbridge Arts Partnership’ and send
with this completed form to: Jane Tritton, Old Peans, Brightling Road,
Robertsbridge TN32 5EJ. For more information please contact Jane on:
Tel: 01580 880248 or Email: jane.tritton@btinternet.com.
To help us plan our events please list your interests below:

