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Forthcoming events 
8 September 2017 

George - Don’t Do That! 

27 October 2017 
Brilliance 

2 December 2017 
Archaeus Quartet 

28 December 2017 
The Wind in the Willows 

2 February 2018 
The Big Arts Quiz 

21 April 2018 
The Angel & the Fiend 

26 May 2018 
Archaeus Quartet 

 
 

NEW WEBSITE! 

Rap.org.uk 

Twitter 

@RAPTN32 

Like us on 

Facebook 



RAP 

Buying tickets 
for RAP events 
Pop into Judges Bakery 
on Robertsbridge High 
Street. 

Not only do they sell fabulous 
bread, cakes, tea and coffee, you 
can also buy your tickets to RAP 
events. 

Tickets are generally available in 
Judges 4-6 weeks before an event. 
If you want to buy or reserve tick- 
ets before they are released please email us. Also available online rap.org.uk 

Many thanks to all at Judges for supporting RAP and selling tickets for us. 

RAP Committee 
Jane Tritton, Chair Kendra McConnell, Vice Chair 
Sally Pitman, Treasurer Jenny Barrett 
Katy Bielecki Martin Bradshaw 
Fran Bristow Susanna Clymo 
Nicola Russell Rosemary Robbins 
Michael Smith 

Reading Group   
Did you know that RAP started the village’s longstanding book club? 
The Reading Group meets on the 3rd Friday of every month (except August 
and December) at 7.30 pm at the Youth Centre. New members are always 
welcome. For details contact The Old Saddlery Bookshop, 56 High Street, 
Robertsbridge or call 01580 880531. 



A word from the chair 
By Jane Tritton 

We start this edition giving huge thanks to several 

original members of the RAP committee who have 

retired after 17 years of dedication, and whose hard 

work and enthusiasm have made RAP what it is 

today: 

Sue Prochak who as Chair has successfully steered the 
RAP ship from strength to strength. 

Muriel Webster our Treasurer, who has kept us 
all in line. 

Pam Golding who has worked tirelessly to bring 
quality and accessible events to this village. 

  Anne Wells our local parish council liaison. 

Thank you from the committee, from our RAP members and from the village. 
You are all just amazing! 

In an effort to maintain and build upon their good work, we have a comprehensive 

and exciting programme of events starting this September and going all the way 

through to next summer. I encourage you to browse through this newsletter and 

get booking, as we anticipate many events will be extremely popular. 

Behind the scenes, we’ve been rather busy too. In addition to Facebook and 

Twitter, we now have our very own website rap.org.uk, so if you’re not a fan of 

social media but you are online, you can still find out what’s on and book tickets. 

In this regard, our sincere thanks go to Kendra McConnell and her partner Neil for 

building and maintaining the site. 

We continue to reach out to the community including the schools, and are always 

looking for ideas and possible collaborations from all. We support local arts’ based 

projects, both with giving small financial amounts and with help in promoting 

events. Please do get in contact if you are looking for support, or with ideas. 

Jane 
 

VISIT rap.org.uk  |  EMAIL rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 

George - Don’t Do That! 
The Music & Magic of Joyce Grenfell 

Monologues and songs, celebrating the wit and wisdom of one of 
Britain’s best-loved comediennes—written and performed by acclaimed 
actress Catherine Flye. 

This tribute has been described by Sir Derek Jacobi as, “such a delightful 
concoction that I have seen it 
twice.” 

Since moving to the United 
States, Catherine Flye has 
written and produced over 50 
works. 

Acting credits include principal 
roles in Washington DC at The 
Folger Theatre, Arena Stage, The 
Shakespeare Theatre, and The 
Kennedy Center, among others. 

She has been nominated for 
Washington’s prestigious Helen 
Hayes Award 17 times for acting 
and directing, including her 
performances as Shirley in 
Shirley Valentine, Mrs. Bennett 
in Pride and Prejudice and as 
Joyce Grenfell in George – Don’t 
Do That! 

In this performance, Catherine 
will again be accompanied by 
her old friend and new 
Robertsbridge resident, Tony 
Davies. The Narrator for the 
entertainment will be Dominik 
Golding. 

 

Date: Friday 8 September 2017 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue: Robertsbridge Village Hall 

Tickets: £9 | U16s £6 
£8 | £5 for RAP members 

Available from Judges Bakery or 
Email: rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

7pm doors & bar open 
Suitable for 10+ years 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: OCTOBER 2017 
 
 

 

Brilliance 
Light for a winter’s night 

1963, winter. Everyone is gathering in the village hall... 

Daisy places her hand on the 
switch, presses it down, and 
life is never the same again. 

Long after its arrival in the 
city, the slow process of 
rural electrification is 
starting to illuminate every 
corner and crevice of village 
life. 

As the dark evenings hold us 
in, 240 volts of alternating 
current and the humble 
electric light bulb allows us 
to gather and sing long into 
the night. 

Brilliance is a 90-minute 
theatrical event that celebrates 
progress and change in a bright 
new world. 

From Farnham Maltings Theatre, 
the company that brought you 
It’s A Wonderful Life, 
The Iranian Feast and Yørgjin 
Oxo, we now bring you 
Brilliance, a show with music 
made especially for village halls. 

 www.farnhammaltings.com 

Date: Friday 27 October 2017 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue: Robertsbridge Village Hall 

Tickets: £9 | U16s £6 
£8 | £5 for RAP members 

Available from Judges Bakery or 
Email: rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

 
7pm doors & bar open 
Suitable for 10+ years 

http://www.farnhammaltings.com/
mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: DECEMBER 2017 
 

Archaeus Quartet 
Beethoven String Quartet Cycle: 
Op. 18 No. 1 in F 
Op. 18 No. 6 in Bb 

Op. 74 in Eb
 

As the epic journey 

through these colossal 

works progresses, the 

truth of Gabriel Faures 

words become more 

prophetic: 

“Each and every one of these works is an achievement of art and genius.” 

This is the third concert and the growing audience clearly loves having this 

unique experience on their doorstep. St Mary’s Church in Salehurst boasts 

an excellent acoustic and the Archaeus sound soars beautifully in this 

magnificent space. 

The quartet introduces the 

quartets with a little chat to put 

things into perspective and to get 

a feeling of the life experience of 

perhaps the greatest composer of 

all time. 

This concert is suitable for all ages, 

except the very young. Attendance 

by under 16s if free of charge but 

must be accompanied by an adult. 

Date: Saturday 2 December 2017 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue: St Mary’s Church, Salehurst 

Tickets: £15.00 | U16s FREE 
Priority seating for RAP members 

Available from Judges Bakery or 
Email: rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

 
7pm doors open | Drinks & mince pies 
Suitable for 10+ years 
Approx duration 120 mins 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: DECEMBER 2017 
 

The Wind in the Willows 
By Kenneth Graham 

Directed by Laura Darrall 

Box Tale Soup 

Suitable for ages 4+ 

Duration 60 mins 

"Believe me, my young friend, 

there is nothing - absolutely 

nothing - half so much worth 

doing as simply messing 

about in boats." 

From the peaceful pleasures of 

Ratty's beloved River Bank, to 

the fearful frights and wicked weasels of the Wild Wood, join Ratty and 

Mole on their marvellous adventures, along with gruff old Badger and 

magnificent Mr. Toad. 

A beautiful new adaptation of Kenneth Grahame's much love classic, The 

Wind in the Willows features unique handmade fabric puppets and a 

charming original score. New for 2017, the show was commissioned by the 

Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham. The show is the perfect Christmas treat for 

all the family. Book now! Ticket includes tea, coffee, squash & cake! 

 

Date: 28 Dec 2017 | Time: 5pm | 4.30pm doors open 

Venue: Village Hall, Station Road, Robertsbridge 

Tickets: Adults £9 | U16s £6 | RAP members £8 | £5 

Tickets available from: Judges Bakery  or rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: FEBRUARY 2018 
 
 
 

The Big Arts Quiz 
2 February 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Create your own team of 6-8 or come on the night and join one. 

Prizes to be won | Positively no sports questions!| 7.30pm door & bar open 

8.00pm, Saturday 2 February 2017, Village Hall, Robertsbridge 

Tickets £8 | Priority booking for RAP members 

Available from: Judges Bakery | rap.org.uk@gmail.com | rap.org.uk 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


 
Lee Miller:

FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS: APRIL 2018 

The Angel & the Fiend 
Edited & devised by Antony Penrose | Directed by David Burrough 

 

"I was terribly, terribly pretty. 

I looked like an angel but I was a 

fiend inside." 

Lee Miller (1907-1977) American 

model, photographer and acclaimed 

war correspondent for Vogue. Under 

her brave and beautiful exterior there 

lay a hidden torment. 

This award-winning drama has been 

performed widely in Britain and the 

US. It is a dramatised reading of words 

taken from original text or dialogue by 

the characters and set to images 

edited and written by Lee Miller's son Antony Penrose. 

Antony Penrose appears as himself, Lee Miller is played by her 

granddaughter Ami Bouhassane. The role of the Surrealist photographer 

Man Ray is played by James Leighton. Miller’s wartime buddy David E. 

Scherman is played by Jonathan Bailey and her husband Roland Penrose by 

David Burrough, who also directs the production. 2 hours with interval. 

 

Date: 21 April 2018 | Time: 7.30pm | 7.00pm doors & bar open 

Venue: Village Hall, Station Road, Robertsbridge 

Tickets: £10 | RAP members £9 | 16+ only 

Tickets available from: Judges Bakery or E: rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Lee Miller Archives, England 2017. 

All rights reserved. leemiller.co.uk 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com


EVENT REVIEW 

Robertsbridge Literary Fes 
By Jane Tritton, RAP Chair 

I’m delighted to report a triumph for RAP’s 

second Robertsbridge Literary Festival, held 

at the end of April. With huge thanks to 

sponsors The George Inn, Brightling Road 

Fitness, Zindigo Photography, The Salehurst 

Halt and the BlackShed Gallery, to our 

speakers and of course to you, our audience 

for making the Festival such a success. 

Bronwen Griffiths kicked off the event, 

talking passionately about her new book 

Not Here Not Us, a series of short stories on the Syrian crisis. Topical and 

emotional, Bronwen’s talk sparked some lively questions. 

Acclaimed writer and filmmaker Tom Connolly (The Spider Truces, Men Like 

Air) entertained us on the Friday evening, in conversation with the village’s 

own Ruth Macaulay. We heard about how Tom writes, from the initial idea 

through to the finished product, and how important the sense of place and 

landscape is to Tom in his work. 

The marvellous storyteller Kevin Graal once again kept our local children 

enthralled with two sessions on the Saturday morning, with his tales, riddles 

and rhymes. Our thanks go to The Ostrich for the venue. 

We were honoured to have Vanessa Nicolson speak so movingly about her 

childhood, the loss of her beloved daughter Rosa, family relationships and 

life in general, accompanied by personal family pictures. There were touches 

of humour too, in talking about her two books Have You Been Good? and The 

Truth Game. The audience was totally captivated. 



EVENT REVIEW 
 

tival 2017 
 
 

Alan Judd and Charlotte 

Moore rounded off the 

programme, discussing 

Six Books You Should Read. 

Another lively debate 

ensued, and it was 

particularly lovely to see 

so many people lingering 

afterwards, delving into the 

dark recesses of memory 

for their own book ideas! 

And what were the six books? Charlotte chose Jane Eyre by Charlotte 

Bronte, Akenfield by Ronald Blythe and The Long Winter by Laura Ingalls 

Wilder. 

Alan chose A Month in the Country by JL Carr, War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy 

and The Good Soldier by Ford Maddox Ford. 

Alongside this packed programme, we had The Pile By My Bed drop-in event 

running during Saturday, with thanks to Susanna and Dicky Clymo for the use 

of their house. Local book groups brought along their own book piles, which 

again sparked conversations amongst browsers whilst enjoying delicious 

coffee & cake. The Inheritance Tree produced a wide range of books ‘the 

next generation should read’. See our website for the full list. With thanks 

too to Liz Avard for help in organising this special free drop-in event. 

We’re already looking forward to the next festival in 2019. If you have any 

suggestions for authors or events for the programme, do get in touch! 



FORTHCOMING RAP EVENTS 

 

Archaeus Quartet 
Beethoven String Quartet Cycle 
Programme TBA 

Dates: 26 May 2018 
Time: 7.30pm 

Venue: St Mary’s Church, 
Salehurst 

Tickets: Adults £15 

Priority seating for RAP 
members 

Tickets available from: 
Judges Bakery or 
Rap.org.uk@gmail.com 

Folk-Us Faces 
By Pam Golding 

This project came about because we wanted 
to create a photographic record of 
Robertsbridge villagers by villagers. The project follows on from the first Folk-
Us which ran in 2008. So, we engaged the services of professional 
photographer Malcolm Glover, to run a series of workshops to help us take 
pictures worthy of including in the archive. 

Still ongoing, we welcome more participants taking photos of local people, 
with any kind of camera!   

Please contact us for more information about how to be involved and 
enter your photos:  

Pam Golding 01580 880359  pamg88@hotmail.com 

Sally Pitman 01580 881944 sallyjanepitman@btinternet.com

mailto:Rap.org.uk@gmail.com
mailto:pamg88@hotmail.com


 



 
 

We are grateful to Rosemary and Tony, proprietors of the Ostrich for their 

ongoing support and hosting of so many RAP events free of charge. And 

for allowing the RAP committee to hold its regular meetings at the hotel. 

The Ostrich also hosts: 
 

 

Meet of the Tongue 
8.00pm, 1st Friday of the month 

A storytelling, spoken word and music gathering held 8.00pm-10.30pm on 

the first Friday every month Upstairs at the Ostrich. All welcome to attend 

and join in or just listen. Contact MC Yvonne Rees for more information: 

Tel: 07400 913047 or Email: yvonnereeswriter@live.co.uk 

 

Jammin’ 
8.00pm, 2nd Wednesday of the month 

A friendly, musical gathering for musicians and music lovers of all abilities. 

Folk, rock, pop—you name it they play it.  All welcome to join to play, 

sing along or simply listen. 
 
 
 
 

The Ostrich Hotel 

Station Road, Robertsbridge 

East Sussex TN32 5DG 

Phone:  01580 881737 |  Email: rosemary@theostrich.plus.com 

mailto:yvonnereeswriter@live.co.uk
mailto:rosemary@theostrich.plus.com


 
 

 

When: 2nd Thursday of the month 

Where: Robertsbridge Village Hall, Station Road, Robertsbridge 

Time: 8pm to 10.30pm (doors open 7.30pm). 

Tickets: £8 in advance from Judges Bakery or £10 on the door 

Children £4 in advance or £5 on the door 

What else: Bar, food and comfortable seating! All welcome 

14 September 2017 

Sue Richardson (Trumpet), Mike Hext (Trombone), Ted Beament (Piano) 

Simon Thorpe (Bass) & Pete Beament (Drums) 

 

12 October 2017 

Mike Hatchard (Piano), Charlotte Glasson (Sax), Mike Hext (Trombone) 

Paul Morgan (Bass) & Pete Beament (Drums) 
 
 

9 November 2017 

Julian Stringle (Clarinet/Sax), John Horler (Piano), Dave Green (Bass) 

& Pete Beament (Drums) 

 

14 December 2017 

Sue Rivers (Vocals), Ted Beament (Piano), TBA (Bass) & Pete Beament 

(Drums) 

For more info visit: robertsbridgejazzclub.com 
  



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



In aid of the Church Restoration Fund & the Royal British Legion 

 

Concert of 
Remembrance 

 

Join us for a selection of poetry, prose 

and music. If you would like to participate 

please contact Paul Bielecki: 

Call 07970 889597 for more information. 
 

5th November 2017 

Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Salehurst 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robertsbridge Bonfire 

Marshalls needed for on the night 

Saturday 18th November 2017 



EVENT REVIEW 
 

Son Yambu 
By Phillippa Beagley 

Hastings Salsa 
 

Hastings Salsa had been told about the 

Son Yambu show in June at the 

Robertsbridge Club by one of 

our students. A group of us 

decided that it would be fun 

to go and hoped that there 

would be space to dance. 

We were very happy to see 

the Club set up cafe style with 

a dance floor in front of the 

stage, and a delicious range of 

Caribbean drinks available at 

the bar. 

The band was fantastic! They played a great mix of different Cuban rhythms. 

The lead singer got the crowd going, she informed the audience about the 

dance styles in the introduction: Cha Cha Cha, Merengue, Salsa, Son, even a 

Bachata from the Dominican Republic, and was inclusive with her encour- 

agement to get everyone up and dancing. Son Yambu played two long sets 

and kept the energy going all evening. 

We had an excellent night, and haven’t danced so much for ages. We at 

Hastings Salsa are always happy to dance the night away and look forward to 

the next time Son Yambu goes to Robertsbridge. 



EVENT REVIEW 

Archaeus Quartet 
By Kate Bielecki 

 

The second concert in the 

series of Beethoven Quartets 

on a balmy May evening, it 

was wonderful to be in the 

church without coats! 

We were treated to an 

exciting programme 

commencing with the Quartet 

in G major, Op.18 No. 2 

(1802). While Haydn-esque in spirit, this quartet does not possess the same 

seriousness as much of Haydn’s work, and this was a delightfully light- 

hearted, yet perfectly executed set of movements. The passing of phrases 

between the instruments and the communication between the players was 

enjoyable to witness. 

In Op. 59 No.3 in C, a more sombre mood was initially set before moving into 

a bright and (seemingly) almost unrelated Allegro. The Russian-feel of the 

lyrical second movement was delightful to listen to and the melody soared 

around the wonderful acoustics of the church. Unison themes in the finale 

provided an exciting end to the first half. 

The final quartet of the evening (Op. 127 in E flat) was as equally enthralling 

as those in the first half, with particularly beautiful melodies from Martin 

Bradshaw on ‘cello. We were treated to four movements; the dramatic 

unison opening could not have contrasted more with the simple, folk-like 

ending of the almost magical final movement, bringing the evening to a 

close. 



RAP MEMBERSHIP 
Joining RAP supports the arts in its widest sense and allows us to continue 
to bring a variety of events to Robertsbridge, as well as showcase the many 
professional artists we are so fortunate to have living in the village. The 
benefits of becoming a member include*: priority booking on tickets; 
priority seating at events; complimentary refreshments; the chance to meet 
performers and artists. (*The benefits listed above may not be available/ 
appropriate at every event and will be clarified on booking.) 

To join or renew membership for RAP: 
 
 

Name  

 

Address 
 

 

Postcode 
 

 

Tel 
 

 

Email 
 

 

£10 Annual Single Membership £15 Annual Family Membership 

Entitles the holder to 2 discounted tickets 

where offered 

Entitles the holder to 4 discounted tickets 

where offered. 
 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Robertsbridge Arts Partnership’ and send 
with this completed form to: 
c/o K McConnell, 1 Poplar Cottages, Brightling Road, Robertsbridge TN32 5EY 
For more information please email: rap.org.uk@gmail.com. 

Pay for membership and tickets online! 

If you have online banking, you can now pay for membership and tickets 
directly into the RAP bank account. Remember to reference your transaction 
so we know who you are and what you’ve paid for!! Our bank details are: 
Account name: Robertsbridge Arts Partnership 
Account number: 59525665 
Sort code: 60-02-07 

Thank you for your support. 

mailto:rap.org.uk@gmail.com

