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In this issue...

Forthcoming events…

7 Sep 2019:
Songs for a Late Summer’s Evening
with Mhairi Lawson & Elizabeth Kenny
29 Dec 2019:
A Penny Pincher’s Christmas Carol
1 Feb 2020: Big Arts Quiz
27 Feb 2020: Mick Smith
15 Mar 2020:
Jeeves & Wooster
in Perfect Nonsense
28 Mar 2020: Dvorak’s Requiem
Singing Workshop & Concert

@RAPTN32

15-17 May 2020:
Made In Robertsbridge
12 Sep 2020:
Hastings Philharmonic Orchestra

Taking us into our 20th Anniversary
After the busiest season yet, including our third Literary Festival, we
present the next programme taking us into RAP’s 20th Anniversary
year 2020.
As a special celebration, we’re holding a 3 day festival of Arts and
Crafts made by local Robertsbridge people. Pop the date into your
diaries: 15 – 17 May 2020. Full details to be revealed nearer the
time, with our RAP members being the first to hear, via email, as always.
It’s also the Robertsbridge Twinning Association’s 20th Anniversary in 2020 and we’re
delighted to be supporting them in their new, non-membership form. Please see page 11 for
details, and please do support this international village dimension!
We’re also delighted to announce a new collaboration with City Chamber Choir, who will be
holding a Choral Workshop day followed by an evening concert on Saturday 28 March at St
Mary’s Church Salehurst. Details on page 10. It’s sure to be a popular day, so please don’t
delay booking if of interest. Our RAP members are amongst the first to hear about this new
initiative. We’re very much hoping that this will be an annual event, with Robertsbridge as
the Choir’s new home for its annual rural workshop.
RAP membership @ £15 per annum offers benefits including priority booking, discounts (up
to 4 tickets where offered), regular event email updates and reserved seating, as well as
directly supporting this small voluntary organisation in enabling us to bring a varied
programme of events to enrich our rural area. Contact us at RAP to book tickets for any of
the forthcoming events. On sale to the general public approximately 4 weeks in advance of
each event. To join, please complete the membership form on the back page.
We continue to sponsor the Lantern Parade of the village’s favourite community event of the
year, Robertsbridge Christmas Capers. Please do get in touch if you have a local arts project
that we may be able to support, either with marketing or sponsorship.
I hope to see you at our next event Songs for a Late Summer’s Evening on Saturday 7th
September, in the magical and private setting of The Abbey Undercroft.
NB entry by pre-booked tickets only.

Jaue Tritton, Chair
01580 200953 | jane.tritton@btinternet.com | rap.org.uk | rap.org.uk@gmail.com

Review by Sally Pitman
After the huge success of the previous RAP
Literary Festivals, I was expecting great things of
the 2019 event. I wasn’t disappointed and I
came, I listened, and I liked what I heard.
There really was an event to suit all tastes. From
the ever-popular Kevin Graal and his spellbinding
storytelling, to tales of The Archers which was
truly hilarious. Beth Miller, we salute you. I am
not a regular listener but it’s a comfort to know it
continues and that there are people like Beth who keep such a tight finger on the Ambridge
pulse. In the local craft corner we had The History of the Trug, by Trug Maker Sarah Page
and not surprisingly, a great flurry of Trug sales ensued after the event. Local author Terry
Newman took us on a magical journey of his favourite fictional and fantasy characters with
Isabel Lloyd. Our very own Robertsbridge based children’s book illustrator Sarah Massini
was in conversation with Jenny Barrett. What a winning combo and the audience were
rivetted as they were steered through her thought, work processes and character
development. Rats in the Cellar? Yes really! Or the radio play reading Upstairs at The
Ostrich I should say. The perfect venue for a packed-out evening with Kate Tym and John
Knowles and laughs all the way at this dark but very comic tale.
This four-day event was all nicely topped off on the Saturday evening with Sussex author
Alan Judd, who provided us with tantalising glimmers of insight into the world of spy
literature and tempted us with his latest work, Shakespeare’s Sword, which is set in Rye.
I must also mention the “Pile by My Bed” drop-in event which was held at Susanna & Dickie
Clymo’s in the High Street. Thank you to the Clymos and to Liz and Anya Avard, for
organising this event. What a fantastic range of piles! Really interesting to see the huge
range of books being devoured in Robertsbridge. Wonderful tea and cakes and a convivial
atmosphere made for a lovely literary stop-off. I was delighted that two of my favourite
names were dangling from the Inheritance Tree as “must reads”. Just William by Richmal
Crompton and Jonathon Livingston Seagull by Richard Bach. Desert Island staples.
I really hope that the RAP Literary Festival did as good a job with others as it did with me. It
reminded me of the joy of a good read, and to put down the mobile, toss the tablet to one
side, abandon the keyboard and pick up a book. Any book!
Thank you Sally for the review. Huge thanks too, to all of our amazing authors and speakers, with a shout out to Terry Newman who so very generously gave his time for free. We
love you Terry! Jane Tritton, Chair.

Thank you to our 2019 Literary Festival Sponsor Heroes,
whose generous support made this local event possible.

HUSH Beauty

eggstoapples.co.uk | thegeorgerobertsbridge.co.uk

healthstylesskincare.co.uk | hush-robertsbridge.co.uk
moatosteopaths.com | noagenda.org.uk
salehursthalt.co.uk

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Songs for a Late Summer’s Evening
With Mhairi Lawson (soprano) & Elizabeth Kenny (lute)
7 September 2019 | Robertsbridge Abbey Undercroft
Drinks & canapes 6.30pm

Performance 7pm followed by Q&As, 8pm approx. end
Tickets £37.50 | Entry by pre-booked ticket only
Once again we are delighted to welcome soprano and former Robertsbridge
resident, Mhairi Lawson, accompanied by Elizabeth Kenny on the lute. From
soaring arias to traditional folk songs, this special performance promises to
set your heart singing on this late summer evening.
The Undercroft is part of a private house, and it’s thanks to the generosity of
owners Catherine and Nigel that we’re able to use this unique and magical
venue. The evening will be a fundraiser, with the profit to be split between
RAP and the Motor Neurone Disease Association.
Tickets are limited and include drinks and canapes. Always a popular evening,
so please contact jane.tritton@btinternet.com or call 01580 200953 for
tickets.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

A Penny Pincher’s Christmas Carol
It’s Not Us - Kate Tym & John Knowles
Sunday 29 December 2019 | Robertsbridge Village Hall, Station Road
Performance 5pm, doors & bar 4.30pm, end time approx. 6.15pm
Tickets £10 | £9 members, U16s £5 | £4.50 members
Free tea/coffee/cake/squash for our RAP members

Festive entertainment for all the family, A Penny Pincher's Christmas Carol is
a mad-cap re-imagining of Dickens’ classic tale, featuring all the firm
favourites of ghosts past, present and future - all played by just two actors,
the wonderful Kate Tym and hilarious John Knowles, as you've never seen
them before!
A fabulous fun show, free of 'D' list celebrities, and guaranteed to have
young and old alike smiling their socks off and dancing in the aisles.... or your
money back! (Actually, that last bit's not true - Scrooge never gives refunds!)
Show running time 1 hour 10 minutes, no interval

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Big Arts Quiz 2020
7.30pm Saturday 1 February 2020
Robertsbridge Village Hall, Station Road

Create your own team of 6-8 or come on the night and join one
Prizes to be won | Positively no sports questions!
7.30pm doors & bar open | Quiz starts at 8.00pm | Free nibbles!
Tickets £8 from:
Judges Bakery | The Village Stores | rap.org.uk@gmail.com | rap.org.uk

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Race to the South Pole
& The Sussex Connection
An Illustrated Talk by Michael Smith
Thursday 27 February 2020 | Village Hall, Station Road
Doors open 7.30pm | Talk 8pm
Tickets £5 | U16s Free

Michael Smith
Polar Exploration Author

Suitability 10+ (U16s must be accompanied by an adult) | End time 9pm approx

Humans first set eyes on Antarctica exactly 200 years ago in 1820 and began
the famous quest to reach the South Pole, featuring celebrated explorers like
Scott, Shackleton and Amundsen.
But there is more to the compelling saga than the Captain Scott tragedy as
Polar exploration author and Robertsbridge resident Michael Smith— known
as Mick—explains, revealing how Sussex plays a significant role in the drama
to reach the South Pole.

This illustrated talk will last approximately one hour followed by a Q&A
session.
Mick’s talks are always extremely popular so please do use your members’
priority booking!

The Theatre Chipping Norton: Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect Nonsense
Sunday 15 March | Village Hall, Station Road
Doors & Bar 5.30pm, Performance 6pm
Tickets £10 | £9 members, U16s FOC (must be accompanied)
Winner of the 2014 Olivier Award for Best New Comedy
Chipping Norton Theatre Company brings to Robertsbridge the amazingly funny and clever
adaptation of Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect Nonsense.
When a country house weekend takes a turn for the worse, Bertie Wooster is unwittingly
called on to play matchmaker, reconciling the affections of his host’s drippy daughter
Madeline Bassett with his newt-fancying acquaintance Gussie Fink-Nottle. If Bertie, ably
assisted by the ever-dependable Jeeves, can’t pull off the wedding of the season he’ll be
forced to abandon his cherished bachelor status and marry the ghastly girl himself!
Will Bertie get caught with the Policeman’s helmet again? Will Aunt Dahlia get her way and
lead Bertie into trouble? How often will Jeeves save the day? And who is Seppings?
Based on P.G. Wodehouse’s delightfully bonkers stories, this Goodale Brothers’
dramatisation premiered at the Duke of York’s Theatre, West End.
Written for a cast of three, who play multiple roles, this adaptation will keep you laughing
and breathless all at once. A stuffed dog also makes an appearance.
We’re thrilled to have co-writer David Goodale with us on the evening!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Dvořák’s Requiem

Stephen Jones
Mentor & Conductor

A rare opportunity to sing Dvořák’s Requiem, with the
City Chamber Choir
Saturday 28 March 2020 | St Mary’s Church, Salehurst
Workshop 10am-5.30pm | Concert 6.30pm
Tickets: Workshop £25 + music hire £5
From ticketsource.co.uk/city-chamber-choir
Priority booking for RAP members until 31 Dec 2019
MORE INFORMATION: rap.org.uk | citychamberchoir.org.uk
RAP is delighted to be supporting the City Chamber Choir, based in the City of London,
with their annual rural workshop now based at St Mary’s Church Salehurst.
Calling all amateur singers who would like to explore this beautiful choral work, brush up
on technique and find out about the work’s historical and musical context! A fun and
packed workshop day (bring your own lunch) followed by 6.30pm concert.
Not a singer? Then come and join us for the evening concert. Suggested donation £5—£10,
all of which will go directly to St Mary’s Church. Wine & soft drinks available.
NB workshop tickets from City Chamber Choir: ticketsource.co.uk/city-chamber-choir

Community

The Robertsbridge Twinning Association
formally twinned with St Brice
Courcelles, a suburb of Rheims, in 2000
– the year that our village was flooded.
Despite the short-lived relationship the
community in St. Brice raised a
considerable amount of money for the
victims of the flood – an act of enormous
kindness, and such warmth has typified
our relationship ever since.
Although the RTA’s early years were very
well supported, during the last eight
years or so it has been very difficult to
sustain an active membership. But there
is so much going on in both our villages
that we felt we must look for a new
model for the Association; one that
doesn’t involve subscriptions or
committees, just a small group of
dedicated helpers.

2020 is the twentieth anniversary of
both the RTA and RAP.

Such an opportunity is not to be missed,
and the RTA is looking at the possibility
of celebrating with the Mayor and a
some residents of St. Brice coming over,
during RAP’s Made in Robertsbridge
festival in May 2020, (more details on
the next page) and I am talking with RAP
about this now.

St. Brice will be celebrating too of course,
but their ‘do’ is to be on Saturday 19th
September, to which our Parish Council
Chairman & Vice Chairman and any of us
are warmly invited. Further details
anon—please check the website,
robertsbridgestbrice.org.uk. Please don’t
be put off if parts of it are wrong, don’t
work or are out of date – it is work in
progress and it will be updated as soon
Today the RTA has a website, designed to as we have more concrete details of the
allow residents in both villages to see
September celebrations in St. Brice and
what’s on that they might want to go to, our celebrations in May.
and to send messages between each
Want to get involved?
other to arrange transport sharing, find
host families etc.
If you’re interested in helping or want to
join the RTA mailing list, do get in touch
We are also exploring with RAP how we
with me, David Faithfull (Chairman). You
might work together on projects, and
can contact me on 01580 880937 or
with Robertsbridge Community College
email me at:
to see if we can set up links between our
robertsbridgestbrice@gmail.com.
schools.

HOLD THE DATE! 15-17 MAY 2020

Programme of Events

Calling all local arts and crafts
creatives in Robertsbridge and
surrounding areas.

The festival programme is still be
devised and locations are yet to be
determined, so here's just a draft
outline of what to expect.

To mark the 20th anniversary of the
Robertsbridge Arts Partnership we
plan to host a three-day festival of
exhibitions, workshops and special
performances to showcase your
abilities.
Painter, potter, drummer, knitter,
jeweller, poet, photographer, weaver,
whatever your medium we want to
hear from you. We want this festival
to be a collaboration, culminating in a
piece of art or craft designed for
permanent display in the village.

If you're interested in getting
involved, please get in touch by:
Emailing rap.org.uk@gmail.com
Speaking to Gillian Branford, who you
can find most days at Teal, The Old
Bank, High Street, Robertsbridge
Creatives and non-creatives alike,
everyone is welcome to participate.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Friday 15 May
Set up during the day
Evening launch party & private view
Saturday 16 May
10-4pm Exhibition & workshops
7.30-10.30pm The Taste & Sound of
Robertsbridge

Sunday 17 May
10am-2pm Art & Craft Trail
2.30-3.30pm Awards & Closing
Ceremony

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Hastings Philharmonic Orchestra
Saturday 12 September 2020 | Church of St Mary the Virgin, Salehurst
7.30pm concert
** DATE FOR THE DIARY **
The Hastings Philharmonic Orchestra is new! Well, it's just a couple of years
old and is the first fully professional orchestra in Hastings since the 1940s.
We are delighted to be hosting the orchestra in St Mary's church as part of
their 2020 tour with the winner of the 2018 Hastings International Piano
Concerto Competition, Roman Kosyakov.
Full programme details to be announced nearer the time.

REVIEW
The Little Match Girl

28 Dec 2018
By Caoimhe O’Hara
I thought the performance of “The Little Match Girl” by The Last Baguette was entertaining
and brilliantly acted. It was clever, amusing and the humour was fantastic. I really liked that
it was a bit like a panto at times but it was also telling a sad story. The rat puppet was funny
and the Nana seemed strange at the start, as she was so big, but made the little match girl’s
death seem less sad. I loved it!

And from Conall O’Hara
I thought it was very funny and made me laugh lots but sad at the end. It was well acted and
the songs were very good as well, especially the “Brown Coming Down” song. The duck person in the competition scene was hilarious. I wasn’t sure about it before I went but I was
glad I did.

REVIEW Odette, 30 Nov 2018
By Ian Clark
A packed audience gathered in the Robertsbridge Club to hear a
performance by the acclaimed singer and songwriter Odette. The
show included a wide range of musical styles such as R&B, folk,
jazz and world music, many with an African and Indian flavour.
Odette was accompanied by her five piece band. The beautiful
Indian vocals and musicianship by the violinist, Kartik, transported
us all to warmer climes on a damp winter evening in
Robertsbridge.
In addition to the inspirational singing of Odette, the audience was transfixed by the superb
guitar playing and bass arrangements throughout the evening. Odette’s songs have diverse
musical influences that contribute to the many facets of her performance. One interesting
example was the total silence in the middle of one of the songs that added to the
appreciation of her passion for inner well-being. What a great evening!
Thank you to all of our reviewers. We’re always delighted to receive them, so do get in touch! Jane

Concert of Remembrance
Sunday 3 November 2019 6pm
St Mary’s Church, Salehurst

Saturday 16
November
2019
www.robertsbridgebonfiresociety.com

WHERE TO BUY RAP TICKETS

Judges Bakery
Robertsbridge High St
Selling fabulous bread, cakes, tea
and coffee, and a fine selection of
local produce you can also buy
your tickets to RAP events.
Many thanks to all at Judges for
supporting RAP and selling tickets.
Opening hours:
08:00 - 17:00 Monday to Saturday
08:30 - 13:00 Sunday

Village Store
Station Road
Open 7 days a week, independent local
convenience store and Post Office. You can also
buy your tickets to RAP events.
Many thanks to all at the Village Store for
supporting RAP and selling tickets.
Opening hours:

07:00 - 20:00 Monday to Saturday
08:00 - 14:00 Sunday

Online at rap.org.uk/tickets
Just fill in the form and we’ll get back to you!
Coming soon... We are in the process of setting up an online ticketing facility
which will include a booking fee to cover administration costs. If you prefer
not to pay these fees, please buy your tickets from Judges or the Village
Stores, or email us: rap.org.uk@gmail.com. Thank you.

Community Events
Once again RAP was the sponsor for the Christmas Capers Lantern Parade. The
biggest yet! Martin Brockman and Simon Page were the creative masterminds
behind the “Lantern Menagerie and a Hall Full of Stars” and many thanks must go
to all that orchestrated and took part in the Lantern Making Workshops. The
parade was spectacular, the High Street packed and the Mission Rooms
transformed into a magical hall full of Lantern Stars, which made for very festive
story telling sessions by the ever popular Kevin Graal.
A few photos below, from this ever-popular village event. Credit and thanks to Paul & Sally Pitman.

2019 celebrates the 40th anniversary of the Motor Neurone Disease Association.
Established by just a very small group of people, there are now 78 branches and a
network of over 7,000 people throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is a disease that affects men and women of all
nationalities and ages, although it tends to affect older people (the over 50s) rather
than younger. With MND, something goes wrong with the motor neurones in the
body. The messages stop getting through. When this happens, muscles can’t move
properly. If muscles aren’t used, they waste and the person with MND finds it harder
to do the things they used to do. It can affect how they walk, talk, move, eat, drink
and breathe. As these symptoms get worse, other people have to provide support. Up
to 5,000 people in the UK have the disease at any one time. Compared to other
diseases, such as cancer, this is a small number, which means that MND is quite rare.
The East Sussex Branch of the Association currently supports some 50 people living
with MND. We can provide a variety of items to help these people such as riser
recliner chairs, communication aids, feeding and drinking aids and lots more. We
can also provide some financial support; for instance many people find they can no
longer use a normal bathroom and have to convert their bathroom to a specially
adapted wet room. We also support the carers of those living with the disease and
this may be financial support or advice and moral support.
Research is taking place but we are still a long way off identifying what causes the
disease. Professor Leigh is one of the leading researchers in this field and we are so
grateful that he has offered his lovely home to host the special musical evening on 7
September. And, of course, we are also grateful to Robertsbridge Arts Partnership for
organising the event.

Donations/cheques payable to: MNDA East Sussex Branch
Posted to: Mrs A McWilliams, 11a Chesterfield Road, Eastbourne BN20 7NU

RAP MEMBERSHIP
Joining RAP supports the arts in its widest sense and allows us to continue
to bring a variety of events to enrich our rural area, as well as showcase the
many professional artists we are so fortunate to have living in this pocket of
East Sussex.
The benefits* of becoming a member include: priority booking on tickets;
priority seating at events; email reminders and updates about forthcoming
events; Newsletter emailed and posted out.

*The benefits listed above may not be available at every event.
Name

Address
Postcode
Tel
Email

Annual membership: £15
Entitles the member to 4 discounted tickets per event where offered
Please make cheques payable to ‘Robertsbridge Arts Partnership’ and send
with this completed form to: 1 Poplar Cottages, Brightling Road,
Robertsbridge TN32 5EY. For more information please email
rap.org.uk@gmail.com or visit the website rap.org.uk

Pay for membership & tickets online!
Paying online? Please remember to reference your transaction so we know
who you and what you’ve paid for! Here are our details:
A/c name: Robertsbridge Arts Partnership
A/c no: 59525665
Sort code: 60-02-07

Thank you for you support

